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During the past few months many people have commented that Kemper Memorial Park has never looked
better. We respond by telling them that the best is yet to come because we are about to implement the final
phase of our beautification project. This phase includes the installation of perennial gardens, shrubs and
benches throughout the Park to enhance its appearance and to make it an even more inviting venue for school
and community activities.
We are grateful for the generous support we have received thus far in our efforts to restore and improve the
Park. Our donors should take pride in what we have accomplished together. We hope that the next step will
be met with equal enthusiasm and support as we complete the job of making Kemper Memorial Park everything
it deserves to be.

The colors are coming !
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The Korean War Monument
Every year thousands of people enter Mamaroneck
High School’s football field through the driveway or walk
past the football field along Boston Post Road.
Although many of them know it is called Memorial Field,
most of them don’t know why. They may also be
unaware of the monument behind the fence at the
driveway’s entrance. This is partially due to the
monument’s placement and to the large shrub that
obscures it.
A closer look at the monument reveals that it was
presented by the classes of 1946, 1947, 1948 and the
family of 2nd Lt. Owen A. Norton, USMCR.
The
inscription reads: MAMARONECK HIGH SCHOOL
MEMORIAL FIELD – DEDICATED IN HONOR OF OUR
MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVED IN WORLD WAR II
AND IN THE ARMED FORCES DURING THE
KOREAN CONFLICT – OCTOBER 18, 1952

Owen Norton’s sacrifice should never be forgotten and
making this monument more prominent will help to
ensure that. It will also remind visitors that our football
field honors the sacrifices made by millions of veterans.
Thanks to the efforts of Jim Needham, who serves as
this year’s School Board liaison to the Kemper Memorial
Park Preservation Fund, discussions with the Board of
Education have been initiated to raise awareness of the
Korean War Monument in a variety of ways.
We welcome this endeavor and look forward to its
outcome.

Owen A. Norton is pictured below (front row center).
While attending Mamaroneck High School, he was
President of the Student Council, ran track, played
football and looked forward to a career as an engineer.
Tragically, he died in Korea on September 5, 1952.

Contest Expands Students’ Options
Educators agree that giving students alternatives to express themselves can be an effective way to assess their
understanding of a particular topic. In past years the Richard M. Kemper contest has only judged students’ written
responses to the topic. This year, we have decided to offer a menu of options from which students may choose to
address the question: WHY ARE MEMORIALS IMPORTANT IN AMERICA TODAY? The question was derived from
this statement by former Secretary of State Colin Powell: “Take the time to remember the good souls whose
memories are a blessing to you and your family. Take your children to our memorial parks and monuments.”
Earlier this year, KMPPF’s Vice President, Mary Cronin, proposed the idea to MHS Principal Elizabeth Clain, MHS
Social Studies teacher Peter Greene, and MHS Social Studies Department Chairperson Craig Goldberg. Their
enthusiasm resulted in an invitation to all MHS students to respond to this year’s question in the format of:
an essay, a poem, a short film, a musical composition or a work of visual art (painting, sculpture or photography).
The Kemper Memorial Park Preservation Fund will sponsor four prizes: $250 for each of the FOUR top entries (in any
of the eligible formats). Winning entries will be presented and prizes will be awarded at a special Memorial Day
Ceremony in the MHS tiered classroom on Thursday, May 26 at 3:00 p.m.

Latest
Generation
Salutes
Greatest
Generation
You cannot read a small-town newspaper in America without running across the story of an Eagle service
project at least once a month. But it was only recently that the National Eagle Scout Association decided
to look beyond the anecdotal and tally up all of the Eagle service projects ever done. It came to the jawdropping total of more than 100 million hours of service. Eagle Scouts are adding more than three million
more hours each year.
Those numbers likely make the Eagle Scout service project the single greatest youth service initiative in
history, and one that has touched every community in America in an important way.
Michael S. Malone, Four Percent

We are pleased to announce that Kemper Memorial Park will be the beneficiary of an Eagle
service project this year. Eagle candidate Robert Britto of Scarsdale Troop 4 has conceived a
project that will enhance the Park in two ways. First, he will design and construct permanent flag
holders to accommodate the 101 American Flags placed at the Monument during our Memorial
Day ceremonies. Then, Robert and the other Scouts he musters will install the first of three
perennial gardens that are planned for the Park. This particular garden will cover approximately
500 square feet and contain a variety of perennial plantings to provide continual red, white and
blue blooms from May through October.
It is particularly gratifying whenever young people exhibit their respect for Kemper Memorial Park
and the principles it honors in ways that they see fit. We are grateful that Robert has focused his
project on our Park. Once again, it confirms that members of his generation understand the debt
they owe to those who have been called The Greatest Generation.
We wish Robert well in his quest to become one of only 4% of all Boy Scouts who eventually
attain the rank of Eagle and we look forward to telling you more about his project when it is
completed.
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Memorial Day Ceremonies

2016

Village of Larchmont Memorial Day Parade
Thursday, May 26 – 7:00 p.m.
Chatsworth to Palmer to Larchmont Avenue. Parade
ends at Village Hall for the Memorial Day Ceremony.

Veterans of Foreign Wars
David Potts, Jr. Post 1156
Monday, May 30 – 9:00 a.m.
Ceremony at Tompkins Park,
Boston Post Rd., Village of Mamaroneck.

American Legion (Post 347)
Monday, May 30 – 11:00 a.m.
Ceremony at War Memorial on Myrtle Boulevard and
Murray Avenue. (In the event of rain, ceremony will be
held at Flint Park Headquarters.

Kemper Memorial Park Contest
Awards Ceremony
Thursday, May 26 – 3:00 p.m.
Ceremony begins in the multi-tiered classroom off the
lobby of the main entrance to Mamaroneck High School
then moves outside to Kemper Memorial Park.

American Legion Post 90
Village of Mamaroneck Parade:

Monday, May 30, 7:00 p.m.

Lining up for last year’s Memorial Day Parade

Mamaroneck Avenue. Following the parade, the
Memorial Day Ceremony will be held at American Legion
Post 90 Hall on Prospect Avenue.
Kemper Memorial Park Ceremony

Monday, May 30th – 1:00 p.m.

