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Montgomery community leader, WWII hero Jim Levy remembered 

as a humble man Alvin Benn  

(click for more information)    

  

Jim Levy was remembered Friday as a humble man who served his 

country and community in times of war and peace and never lost his sense 

of service. 

Levy, who died Thursday at the age of 94, was an army officer who took 

part in the Normandy invasion and several other campaigns. He returned 

home with three bronze stars, a Purple Heart and other military 

decorations. 

When he returned to Montgomery after the war, Levy switched from 

combat conditions to civic responsibilities and set an example of what 

leadership is all about as he played key roles in numerous community 

activities. 

"You run out of adjectives when you mention Jim Levy," Montgomery 

business entrepreneur Mike Jenkins said. "He has left behind a clear 

picture of what it means to be a servant." 

A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. Monday at Temple Beth Or 

following visitation that begins an hour earlier. 

Montgomery historian Ed Bridges said Levy's ability to master so many 

different aspects of life made him a remarkable man. 

"Jim was a complete man who excelled in almost every facet of life and 

managed them all with extraordinary grace, wisdom and self-deprecating 

humor," Bridges said. 

https://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/story/news/local/2014/03/01/montgomery-community-leader-wwii-hero-jim-levy-remembered-as-a-humble-man/5922159/


Levy, Bridges and Jenkins were members of "The 13," a Montgomery 

literary group that focused on the latest best-sellers that would be read and 

discussed at length. 

Bridges said Levy never mentioned his D-Day involvement "and when 

we found out, we began to interrogate him, asking questions about what 

he went through." 

That's when Levy opened up, retracing his landing craft's bumpy ride 

through the surf when it nudged a mine that exploded, sending the troops 

over the side and onto another boat. 

A captain who commanded a mortar battalion, Levy led his men toward 

the shore in the first wave — trying to keep them calm as German machine 

gunners peppered the boat. In many cases, troops aboard landing craft at 

Normandy never made it out alive. They died inside as enemy gunners 

gunned them down. 

At the age of 24, Levy was the "old man" of his unit. Many of his troops 

were still teenagers wondering if they'd ever see 20. 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

H. F. "Jim" Levy of Birmingham, 

Alabama, receiving a Bronze Star earned 

during his Army service in World War II. 
(click for more information) 

 

Levy, the captain of a mortar company, earned several Bronze Stars. He 

was present at the D-Day invasion on Omaha Beach, and he saw combat 

in France and Germany. After the war he moved to Montgomery, 

Alabama, where he founded the SADCO, Inc., a furniture and electronics 

distributorship. 
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