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Since my childhood I have known 
veterans of World War II and 
throughout my life I have met 
many more.  But, as a baby 
boomer, unlike members of my 
parents’ generation, I never knew 
someone before he or she 
perished in that war.  Yet, there 
are times when connections to 
Kemper honorees seem almost 
personal.  While doing research 
for this year’s Memorial Day 
newsletter, I came across a photo 
of Solomon Blechman and also 
learned that he and I shared a 
common interest in writing. 
 
 Seated comfortably in my den, staring at this photograph on my computer screen, I think about how 

much more difficult Solomon’s writing tasks must have been.  Just the thought that he had to lug 
around that heavy manual typewriter, along with everything else he needed to keep him alive, is 
daunting enough. Nevertheless, Solomon looks ready to do his job. 
 
Solomon graduated from Mamaroneck High School in 1938  and  from Union College  in 1942, where 
he was managing editor of the college’s semi-weekly newspaper. He also worked as a sports writer 
for The Da i ly Times before joining the Marine Corps. Upon completion of his basic training, 
Solomon moved to Marine Corps Headquarters in Washington, DC to receive instructions in combat 
reporting. He was then sent to Camp Pendleton, California and a short time later departed for the 
Pacific war theater.  Undoubtedly, Solomon’s written correspondences during this time also included 
letters to his family and to the young woman he planned to marry when he came home. 
 
On July 21, 1944, Solomon  was  fatally  wounded  when he  hit the beach on Guam with the  
Third Marine Division.  Evacuated to a hospital ship, he died the same day and was buried at sea.   
Sgt . So lomon I .  Blechman, USMC is listed on the Tablets of the Missing at Honolulu Memorial, 
Honolulu, Hawaii.  Sadly, Solomon’s writing career ended when he was only 23. 
 
A few years ago, after our outreach to Solomon’s family, we received a heartfelt letter from his 
sister in Israel, expressing surprise and gratitude that we still honored her brother’s sacrifice after so 
many decades  had passed.  Her letter reminds us that perhaps we should remember to give thanks 
more often – even in the smallest ways.  So, I thank Solomon, not only for his service and his 
sacrifice, but also for helping me write this newsletter today. 
   
  



 

Kemper Memorial Park Contest 
 
This year’s contest asks students to introduce their audience to a specific American woman 
who has served, or is currently serving her country in the military, as a volunteer, or on the 
home front.  As in past years, students can demonstrate their research skills and their 
creativity through the formats of essays, poems, short films, painting, sculpture, photography, 
musical composition or dance. 
 
One woman who immediately comes to mind is Anne Kathleen (Kay) Cullen, the only female 
whose name is inscribed on the Kemper Monument. 
 
 

 
 

Soon after the attack on Pearl Harbor, Kay joined the Ambulance Ferry Command of the 
British American Motor Corps to drive American-made ambulances to various ports for 
shipment overseas.  She was disappointed to learn that her BAMC unit was not going to be 
sent abroad as she had expected, so she joined a Red Cross unit bound for Europe in August 
of 1943. During her 20 months with the Red Cross, Kay survived two extremely close 
brushes with death. In England, she was nearly killed by a robot bomb and later her convoy 
was heavily shelled as it approached the front lines. Her work with the Red Cross eventually 
took her to Belgium in December of 1944. Her last day there was spent working near a 
railhead, helping to evacuate wounded soldiers to Antwerp.  As she rested in her bedroom in 
a six-story convent used as a residence for Red Cross nurses and workers, a rocket bomb 
blasted the building.  The concussion following the explosion caused internal injuries from 
which she died two hours later. 
 
Vincent Cullen first learned of his daughter Kay’s birth in 1918 while he was fighting in 
France during World War I.  Although he returned home from his war, Kay would not return 
home from hers.  On December 21, 1944, Kay was buried with full military honors in the 
American Military Cemetery at Henri Chapelle, Belgium.  
 
 
 
 

What also makes Kay’s story unique is the fact that she was 
not a member of any branch of the United States Military.  
Kay Cullen was a civilian.  She lived in Larchmont, only about a 
mile from where the Monument now stands.  She sang in the 
St. Augustine's Church choir and sailed at the Larchmont Yacht 
Club.  By the time she was 23, Kay had everything going for 
her.  She was beautiful, well educated and seemed destined for 
a future with limitless possibilities.  But, rather than pursue her 
personal goals, Kay felt compelled to first do what she could 
to aid the War effort. 



 
 
Kay’s work had touched so many lives that her parents received 400 letters from all over the 
world, including one signed by the officers and men of the 188th Medical Battalion in which 
they stated: "We pay humble tribute to one who was held in very high regard by all and 
whose pleasing personality and outstanding character was impressed indelibly upon us." 
 
Other tributes to Kay continue to this day.  Each year at the end of Race Week, the 
Larchmont Yacht Club awards the Kay Cullen trophy.  It is a prestigious award; worthy of its 
namesake.  Last fall, The Ursuline School, from which Kay graduated, donated a bench to 
Kemper Memorial Park to honor Kay’s se l f less serv ice .  The school’s motto is SERVIUM 
and its mission is: to educate, insp i re , and empower young women to learn , to 
lead and to serve .  Anne Kathleen Cullen exemplified both. 
 
Kay’s story was one of several examples given to students as a catalyst for their assignment.  
We are confident that their research will yield more examples of other women who also 
deserve our respect and gratitude.  We look forward to hearing their stories and invite you to 
join us at the Memorial Day Ceremony on Wednesday, May 30 at 3:00 p.m. ( in the mult i -
t iered c lassroom off the lobby of the main entrance to Mamaroneck High School) when 
this year’s contest winners will present their projects and receive their prizes.  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Two New Benches Donated to Kemper Memor ia l Park 
 
Since the bench dedication ceremony in November, two additional benches have been 

installed in Kemper Memorial Park, bringing the current total to seven. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

For additional information on donating a bench, contact 
Mark Schumer at 914 834-9040 

 
 



   
  80 North Chatsworth Avenue         kempermemorialpark.org   
  Larchmont, NY 10538  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Memorial Day Ceremonies 2018     
      

 

 
Village of Larchmont Memorial Day Parade 
Thursday, May 24 – 7:00 p.m. 
Chatsworth to Palmer to Larchmont Avenue.  Parade ends 
at Village Hall for the Memorial Day Ceremony. 
Veterans of Foreign Wars  
David Potts, Jr. Post 1156  
Monday, May 28 – 9:00 a.m. 
Ceremony at Tompkins Park, 
Boston Post Rd., Village of Mamaroneck. 
American Legion (Post 347) 
Monday, May 28 – 11:00 a.m. 
Ceremony at War Memorial on Myrtle Boulevard and 
Murray Avenue. (In the event of rain, ceremony will be held 
at Flint Park Headquarters). 
Richard M. Kemper Contest Awards Ceremony 
Wednesday, May 30 – 3:00 p.m. 
Ceremony begins in the multi-tiered classroom off the lobby 
of the main entrance to Mamaroneck High School then 
moves outside to Kemper Memorial Park. 
American Legion Post 90 
Village of Mamaroneck Parade: 
Wednesday, May 30 – 7:00 p.m. 
Mamaroneck Avenue.  Following the parade, the Memorial 
Day Ceremony will be held at American Legion Post 90 Hall 
on Prospect Avenue. 
Kemper Memorial Park Ceremony 
Wednesday, May 30th – 3:30 p.m. 
 


